
































ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

1. Section 103(k) Order No. 8436518, was issued to assure the safety of all
persons at this operation until the investigation is completed for the fatal
accident that occurred on No. 2 Unit, MMU 003-0 active working section
when a continuous miner operator was struck by the battery end of a coal
hauler.

2. Safeguard No. 8438921, was issued citing 30 CFR § 75.1403. On July 2,
2013, a fatal accident occurred on No. 2 unit, MMU 003-0 active working
section when a continuous miner operator was struck by the battery end
of a coal hauler. The battery powered coal hauler was being trammed up
the No. 4 entry, battery end first toward the continuous mining machine
that was beginning a new cut in the No. 5 entry. The continuous miner
operator was found crushed behind the opaque line curtain installed in
the No. 4 entry where the inby end of the No. 4 entry and last open
crosscut intersected at spad 84+05. Visibility for the operator of the battery
coal hauler was limited due to the battery end of the coal hauler being in a
raised position. The practice at this mine is to operate the battery end of
the coal hauler in a raised position in order to prevent the batteries from
digging into the mine floor when traveling in the direction of the batteries.

This is a notice to provide safeguard(s) that engineering controls be
installed on all battery powered coal haulers that operate on any working
section at this coal mine. Engineering controls, such as proximity detection
devices, cameras, or other engineering controls which are permissible and
commercially available will be installed to protect the miner from the
hazards of battery powered coal haulers operating on the working section.

This is the third serious accident and first fatality at this mine where a
battery powered coal hauler was being trammed on an active section and
was involved in a serious accident. The first accident occurred on January
25, 2011 when a battery coal hauler struck a parked scoop on No. 1 unit
causing the bucket of the scoop to pin a miner between the coal rib and
the scoop. The second serious accident occurred on July 23, 2011 when a
battery coal hauler trammed through a ventilation curtain striking a miner
while he was building a permanent stopping.

A root cause of all three of these accidents was due to reduced visibility

and inability to detect persons on foot by engineering controls when
operating the battery coal hauler.
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Standard 75.1403 was cited 10 times in two years at mine 1103156 (10 to
the operator, 0 to a contractor).

. Safeguard, No. 8438922, was issued citing 30 CFR § 75.1403. On July 2,
2013, a fatal accident occurred on No. 2 unit, MMU 003-0 active working
section when a continuous miner operator was struck by the battery end
of a coal hauler. The battery powered coal hauler was being trammed up
the No. 4 entry battery end first toward the continuous mining machine
beginning a new cut in the No. 5 entry. The continuous miner operator
was found crushed behind the opaque line curtain installed in the No. 4
entry where the inby end of the No. 4 entry and last open crosscut
intersected at Spad 84+05. Visibility for the operator of the battery coal
hauler was limited due to the battery end of the coal hauler being in a
raised position. The practice at this mine is to operate the battery end of
the coal hauler in a raised position in order to prevent the batteries from
digging into the mine floor when traveling in the direction of the batteries.

This is a notice to provide safeguard(s) requiring line curtain extensions
installed or used on the working sections at this mine where mobile
rubber-tired haulage equipment may travel through such curtains, be
made and maintained of clear material. The clear material on these line
curtain extensions (wing curtains) shall begin a minimum of 10 feet inby
the rib line and extend from that point to the end of the line curtain in the
entry or crosscut.

This is the third serious accident and first fatality at this mine where a
battery powered coal hauler was being trammed on an active section and
was involved in a serious accident. The first accident occurred on January
25, 2011 when a battery coal hauler struck a parked scoop on No. 1 unit
causing the bucket of the scoop to pin a miner between the coal rib and
the scoop. The second serious accident occurred on July 23, 2011 when a
battery coal hauler trammed through a ventilation curtain striking a miner
while he was building a permanent stopping.

A root cause of all three of these accidents was due to reduced visibility
and inability to detect persons on foot by engineering controls when

operating the battery coal hauler.

Standard 75.1403 was cited 10 times in two years at mine 1103156 (10 to
the operator, 0 to a contractor).
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Appendix A - Sketch of the Accident Scene
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Appendix B - Persons Participating in the Investigation

Mary Jo Bishop
Steve Miller
Harry Wilcox
David Minor
Michael Tite
Denzil Hughes

Mine Safety and Health Administration

Assistant District Manager, Enforcement
Supervisory Mine Safety and Health Inspector
CMS&H Inspector, Accident Investigator
CMS&H Inspector

CMS&H Inspector

Training Specialist (EFS)

State of Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Mines and Minerals

Tony Mayville
Mike Simpson
William Patterson
Gary Roberts

Chad Barras
Mark Cavinder
Stephen Reynolds
Steve Meneese
Brandon Lampley
Jeremy Baker

Arthur Wolfson

Director Office of Mines and Minerals
Inspector

Inspector at Large

Inspector

Peabody Midwest Mining, LLC

Midwest Safety Director
Operations Manager
General Mine Manager
Safety Manager

Safety Supervisor
Maintenance Manager

Jackson Kelly

Attorney
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Appendix C - Interview List

Timothy Robinson Battery-powered Coal Hauler Operator
Josh McClendon Roof Bolter Operator

Brandon Gentiles Roof Bolter Operator

James Murray Continuous Mining Machine Operator
Cameron Chapman Scoop / Utility Person

Cory Richard Battery-powered Coal Hauler Operator
Herbert McMillen Battery-powered Coal Hauler Operator
Thomas McDermott Roof Bolter Operator

Andrew Robinson Scoop / Utility Operator

Josh Hall Roof Bolter Operator

Todd Rasmussen Roof Bolter Operator

Mike Cummings Battery-powered Coal Hauler Operator
James Holbrook Lead Person / Supervisor

Robert Henning Electrician / EMT

David Heibner Lead Person / Supervisor

William Dixon Mine Manager

Moses Moultrie Mine examiner

Brandon Lampley Safety Supervisor
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Appendix D

Accident Investigation Data - Victim Information
Event Mumber; [ ¢ 2[5 3 5] 71]7]

- Victim Information

U.S. Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration

o

Wictim Information: 1

1. Mamea of Injurediil Employes: 2. Sex
Naffvanisl Cladics M

| 2 Wiglim's Age

|4
|
35 ot

Dagraa of Ingan”

Fatal

5, DateMMDOITY) and Time(24 Hr ) Of Death;
a Dale: 07022003 b Timer 12-15

6. Dm:a.ml Time Staned:
4 Date: OTA02201T b T 8:00

]' F.!n-gldﬁr.mb'mlg

| & e Aotivity when Injured:

[ 8. W this wark ssliviy pan of reguias job?

036 Continuas Minar Opsafoe o | 38 UEW-WWLWEM o Yes | X |Ha L
":: s_;:’“""'“" Vears  Weeks Day= Rogular Wears  Weeks  Days . faars  Wesks Days g Tuy AT Veeaks  Days
Wark Aclivity: 11 1 0 doh Tk 10 [ 0 Mina: 0 [ 0 Mining: 14 § 2
11 Whal Diraclly |#flctod Injury of lness? T 12 Mature of Ingary or liness:
077 Baltery Coal Hawler 170 Crushing N o
13. Trainirg Oefidancias:

Hazard: | v-E Exp Mines | Annual: | Task: | |
14_ Company of Employmeant: {If different from produdtion operator) o

Operatar Independent Contractor 1D (i appicabla)

15. Ovsite Emeigancy Medical Traatmer: o - )

Mot Appicable: | | Festhic: | X | CPR: EMT | | Medical Professianal | tone | |

16. Part 50 Document Canbred Murmber: (form TO00-1}

17. Uniaon Afilation of Victim: 5995 Moma (Mo Lnion AMNation)
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